
READING THE WEATHER  

GENERAL:- As a 17yearold in 1958, my first priority was firing good shots. The Roma rifle range was “in the 

bush”, so wind reading was not that important. My first introduction to “serious wind” was when I was 

selected in the Queensland Postal Institute team to compete in Pontville near Hobart. Practice day was 

warm and sunny with a very light breeze. Match day was overcast and “blowing a gale”. We had 31 

minutes on the sight at 900 yards, and getting ten shots on the target was a priority. I transferred to 

Longreach in 1964, a range “on the western plains” where you get “serious wind”. There was plenty of 

mirage. Black crescents appeared to separate from the “aiming mark”, and you could see the trees hanging 

upside down out of the sky. My first coaching job was with the Longreach number 5 team, and we won the 

handicap trophy. Consequently, I’ve been keen on coaching ever since.  

MIRAGE:- What is it? It is in fact, visible heat waves rising from the ground. Mirage does not have the 

ability to move a bullet. (contrary to the opinion of quite a number of shooters.) On a perfectly still day the 

mirage appears to “boil”. With a bit of wind blowing, it appears to “run”. It can be a useful tool if the wind 

flags are having an “each way bet”, or the Captain has forgotten to put them up! 

WIND FLAGS:- These are my “bread and butter”. When I started coaching State Teams, it soon became 

obvious that I would need to read wind flags. South Australia, Tasmania, and New South Wales are where 

flag reading is essential. Coaching at an international level in Canada, Bisley, and South Africa, also requires 

a good understanding of flags. Wind varies in strength and direction, so you need to find two flags. One 

should be looking either directly towards you or away from you, which enables you to easily detect a 

direction change. A change in strength is indicated by a rising or falling of the tip of the flag, so look for a 

flag that is as near as possible at right angles to you. In general, a change in direction has more effect on 

the fall of shot than a change in strength. There is often a dominant “set of conditions” that occur during a 

team match. The ability to recognise those conditions and exploit them is a definite asset for a wind coach. 

MANAGING THE GROUP:- Many years ago, an old mate said to me, “You will win more competitions firing 

30 good shots than worrying about the wind”. And aint that the truth? Another quote from the late Tom 

Canty was, “If the wind wants you out of the bull, it will blow you out, no need to help it.” Consequently, 

my philosophy is, “Unless I am 100% sure I need to, I do not touch the sights. Over the years, I’ve seen 

quite a number of B and C graders shoot possibles simply by “not touching their sights”. Basically, a good 

start is knowing the grouping capacity of yourself and your rifle. This applies equally to TR and “F” class. 

Statistically, 70% of shots lost to the wind go into the wind. The best way to handle this is to “work away 

from the wind”. For instance, if you have a wind from the left, favour the 3 o’clock side with your group. 

Good luck! 

Greg Warrian …………..NSW F Class.         


